
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Westown Community Development Corporation 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Westown CDC's  Annual Free Family Arts & Culture Events 

Your Project Summary: In 2017, WCDC will provide outdoor summer concerts at Halloran Park Music 

Gazebo located at 3550 W 117th St, Cleve. OH that are family friendly and performed by diverse local 

artists from a variety of genres including rock, R & B, country, Motown &  jazz. Addtionally WCDC will 

provide free educational tours and a pop up event at the  Historic Variety Theater currently under a 14 

MM restoration located at 11800 Lorain Avenue, Cleve OH 44111. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This project does have public benefit as it provides free, family-friendly summer activities. The 

educational tours and pop-up event also add value.  The application mentions a growing Latino and Asian 

population; consider including artists/music/musicians reflective of these new residents. The 

measurement of progress measurement could have been further explained with details about previous 

results included.  How the community is involved could be further clarified with more information about 

how they are involved in the selection of the music and how many volunteers participate overall.  I think 

that more information could have been provided about how CAC funds will be used. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets funding criteria. The proposed Family Arts and Culture Event 

looks to present summer concerts at Halloran Park Music Gazebo. However, the proposal narrative lacks 

specificity of artistic programming, and it carries to the budget section of the proposal. It states that CAC 

funds will be used to pay for arts cultural professional fees, but it doesn't state what professionals? 

Musicians? Performing artists? Although the number of participants (3,000) speaks to public value, the 

lack of artistic planning in the proposal does not support artistic vibrancy. For those reasons, this proposal 

somewhat meets the criteria for funding. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This series provides free public programming that definitely merits grant support. Staging free 

public concerts is certainly of value to the community, especially one so diverse and continually growing. 

In order to fully fund this series, I'd  need to see more information in terms of Project Goals, as the concerts 

themselves are the proposed ends. With a little more detail in that realm, and potentially connections 

drawn between the community population and the programming choices, I could have rated this 

application higher. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. Providing free summer concerts that are open 

to the public is a great way to create a public benefit for the community through arts and culture. While I 

have no reservations about funding this project, it would have been helpful to have seen more information 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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about the artists that are part of this series. You demonstrate in your proposal how diverse the community 

is, so be sure to make sure that you're providing a range of artists. The attached flyers seem to hint at 

that, but without elaborating in the proposal, it's difficult to know for certain. The organization has a long 

history of providing public benefit programs in the community, including this project, so I have no doubt 

they have the organizational capacity to carry out this proposal. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. The proposed events will energize the 

neighborhood and demonstrates involvement of the community. However, do the demographics inform 

the programming selections? How does the community plays a role? The application could use greater 

demonstration of knowledge of community and how that drives the project, as well as who the 

stakeholders are and their relationship. The lack of clarity the community understanding and how that 

relates to the project prevents the applicant from meeting the public benefit criteria, which is the 

emphasis of the review. However, the project goal - progress measures do not correspond: attendance 

and vendor participation do not measure support of the arts and education of residents. Second, the 

applicant does not demonstrate a process of reflection that ensures fresh programming & continuous 

improvement. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


